Introduction
Despite dissenting views on the origin of the wellrecorded outbreak of syphilis in the Italian peninsula towards the end of the fifteenth century, there is no disputing the importance of Italian culture and medicine in the development of the history of syphilis. In the earlier part of this century most of the detailed work on the subject was recorded by medical historians of the German School. Bloch 
Origin of syphilis in Europe
The followers of the Columbian theory of the origin of syphilis do not consider that syphilis existed in western Europe before 1493, its advent coinciding with the return of Columbus, a Genoan, and his crew after the discovery of the New World.
This view is opposed, however, by the followers of the unitarian concept of the treponematoses such as Hudson.3 This concept emphasises the evolutionary relationship of yaws, pinta, endemic syphilis, and sporadic syphilis, regarding them all as varieties or syndromes of one disease caused by one parasite, the Treponema pallidum. This concept considers subSaharan Africa to be the area for the origin of treponematosis.
The Gabriele Fallopius, a pupil of Vesalius, is not only celebrated for describing the anatomical parts named after him but also for an important posthumous work on syphilis.6 He was an influential exponent of the Columbian theory. He had some interesting ideas on the aetiology of syphilis, noting that men who were circumcised or had the glans exposed were less likely to contract the disease than those who had a long prepuce which easily became injured. He described the course of the disease, and considered an indurated chancre to be pathognomonic. He noticed that syphilis caused alteration to the throat (with roughness of the voice), nocturnal pains, and lesions of the bones and gummata. Although he used mercury by inunction he preferred guaiacum, China root, and sarsaparilla. He gave a good description of phimosis and its cure and described condylomata lata. He is best remembered as a very early protagonist of the condom, advising those in need to carry one at all times. Like Massa, he also believed in M'A Waugh preventive antiseptic measures and described various remedies.
Eighteenth century advances
The Italian School waned in the seventeenth century. Giovanni Maria Lancisi of Rome (1654-1720), however, was one of its most brilliant lights, leaving science enriched by his many discoveries. Venereology has been especially helped by the second of his two great works, De Motu Cordis et Aneurysmatibus2' published in 1728 after his death.
In this work he described Gallic (syphilitic) aneurysm, 'it being known not only by the impure intercourse that has gone before and signs of venereal disease that have already spread to other parts besides, but above all it is identified by the manner in which a definite place is attacked by the aneurysm. ' Perhaps the founder of modern pathology can be considered to be Giovanni Battista Morgagni (1682 Morgagni ( -1771 
